
Church in the Wild - Sermon Builder

Series Overview:  
• Before the ministry of Jesus ever began, the Holy Spirit led Him into the wild to be 

tempted by the devil. This was the proving ground for Jesus’ strength of character 

that would later hold His ministry. In this series, we’re going to take a look at the 

testing we must first face before we can fully walk in our God-given destiny. 

Week One 

• Main Scripture: Matthew 7:21-23; Matthew 4:1-4; Deuteronomy 8:1-2 

• Bottom Line: Authentic faith is tested. 

Week Two 

• Main Scripture: John 10:10; Matthew 4:5-7; Psalm 119:11 

• Bottom Line: Speak God’s truth over the enemy’s lies. 

Week Three 

• Main Scripture: Matthew 7:13 (MSG); Matthew 4:8-11; James 4:7 

• Bottom Line: Real faith does not take shortcuts. 
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Week One 

• Main Scripture: Matthew 7:21-23; Matthew 4:1-4; Deuteronomy 8:1-2 

• Bottom Line: Authentic faith is tested. 

Capture: Grab their attention with an illustration.  

• Story: Have you ever heard someone say something so ridiculous as though it was 

fact? “I can bench press 300 pounds” What do you say back? PROVE IT! “Beyonce 

followed me on Twitter,” PROVE IT. “I got a picture once with Justin Bieber” PROVE 

IT. Proof separates fact from fiction. 

Connect: Connect them to God’s word. 

• Question: Have you ever “proven” your walk with God before? How do you know it’s 

not fake? Tonight, we’re going to look at Scripture that shows us how to prove our 

walk with Christ is authentic. 

• Scripture: Matthew 7:21-23 — This is a sobering passage! How do we know if our 

faith is authentic or if it is fake? 

Consider: What does this mean for us today? 

• Scripture: Matthew 4:1-4 — Jesus was led into the wilderness to be tested before his 

public ministry truly began. 

• God may lead you into a wilderness to develop your character. Your hard situation or 

season is God proving your walk with Christ. 

• Story: Share about a wilderness season you walked through. Highlight the difficulties 

you endured but how it prepared you for what God had next for you.  

• Don’t be discouraged, he proves us as preparation. We all want promotion, but no 

one enjoys the preparation. 

• Bottom Line: Authentic faith is tested. 

Collide: How do we apply this in our lives? 
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• Scripture: Deuteronomy 8:1-2 — The question isn’t, “will I go through the struggle?” 

Rather, “how will I respond to the struggle?” 

• Verse two calls us to remember the wilderness that God used to prove our character, 

while verse one gives us a strong next step: be careful to obey God! 

• We respond to the struggle by humbling ourselves in front of God and asking Him: 

“How can I obey you today, Lord?” 

• When we respond to our struggle in obedience, God uses the hardship to make us 

into the best version of ourselves. Even Jesus went through the wilderness — you are 

not alone! 

• Application: Ask God each day, “How can I obey you today, Lord?” 

Call: How do we respond to the message? 

• Altar moment: Surrender to God’s process of preparation. It may not be comfortable, 

but when we surrender in the struggle, it is preparation for our faith to become 

authentic — tested and tried as gold. Tonight, respond in obedience and trust God’s 

plan for your life. 

• Small Group Questions: 

1. How can you “prove” your walk with God currently?  

2. Have you walked through a wilderness season before? Are you in one now? 

Describe that season. 

3. Knowing that God leads us into the wilderness on purpose, how do you respond to 

your struggle knowing it’s for your development? 

4. How can you surrender in obedience to God this week? 
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Week Two 

• Main Scripture: John 10:10; Matthew 4:5-7; Psalm 119:11 

• Bottom Line: Speak God’s truth over the enemy’s lies. 

Capture: Grab their attention with an illustration.  

• Story: Tell a personal story about a time you were deceived, tricked, or lied to. Maybe 

a close friend told a lie about you, someone you didn’t like spread a rumor, or 

something like this. Explain the pain and breaking of trust when you discovered the 

truth. 

• It’s incredibly frustrating and trust-breaking to learn that someone wasn’t honest with 

you. Deception hurts everyone around you! Spiritually, have you ever considered that 

you have been lied to your entire life? That’s a scary thought!  

• I think some of you have fallen hook, line, and sinker to the enemy's lies. You might 

believe things that simply aren’t true or from God at all, or maybe you know the lies 

but have left your guard down. 

Connect: Connect them to God’s word. 

• Question: Have you been deceived by the enemy’s lies? Tonight, I’m going to show 

you how you can tell, and more importantly, how you can be free of the lies of the 

enemy and know the truth. 

• Scripture: John 10:10 — Satan is only interested in harming you with his lies. He 

wants to convince you of things that will lead you to death. God, on the other hand, 

has a purpose to give you life. 

Consider: What does this mean for us today? 

• Matthew 4:5-7 — Satan misquotes the old testament to Jesus in an attempt to 

deceive him with his lies. What Satan said was true. But only half true. 
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• Be wary of the enemy — he will use the Word of God against you! The way that Satan 

deceives us is by twisting the truth just enough to harm us. God’s word will never 

harm you; only give you life.  

• It’s impossible to navigate the lies of the enemy without being rooted in the truth of 

God’s Word. 

• Jesus spoke against Satan because he knew the Word, and Satan left Him!  

• Bottom Line: Speak God’s truth over the enemy’s lies. 

Collide: How do we apply this in our lives? 

• It’s impossible to navigate the lies of the enemy without being rooted in the truth of 

God’s Word. 

• Scripture: Psalm 119:11 — To avoid sin, hide the Word in your heart! 

• One of the hardest disciplines that will help us the most is learning to memorize 

Scripture. (We recommend memorizing something together as a youth group, and 

even making it a monthly or weekly practice with students as a whole or in small 

groups.) 

• Tell a story about the power of memorizing Scripture. Reference a time in your life 

where it helped you overcome the lies of the enemy. 

• Application: Memorize Scripture to combat the enemy’s lies! 

Call: How do we respond to the message? 

• Altar moment: If you have fallen into a lie of the enemy, God’s truth will set you free. 

Come to the altar tonight and seek God’s truth - there you will find His freedom. 

• Small Group Questions: 

1. Have you ever been deceived or lied to by someone before? Explain. 

2. What are some ways the enemy tries to lie to you? 

3. How can you speak the truth over the enemies lies in your life? 

4. What verse will you memorize this week together? Pick one as a group and practice 

reading and memorizing together. 



Church in the Wild - Sermon Builder

Week Three 

• Main Scripture: Matthew 7:13 (MSG); Matthew 4:8-11; James 4:7 

• Bottom Line: Real faith does not take shortcuts. 

Capture: Grab their attention with an illustration.  

• Story: Share some funny illustrations of “shortcuts.” Examples could be fast food vs. 

fine dining, using Google to cheat on a test, microwave vs. oven, etc. End with the 

line, “The idea of a shortcut is that I can get the same result with less work.” 

Connect: Connect them to God’s word. 

• Question: Are you trying to find shortcuts in your faith? Are you trying to rush the 

process with little work? Tonight, we’re going to look at how to do the right thing, the 

right way, so that a shortcut doesn’t hurt you in the long run. 

• Scripture: Matthew 7:13 (MSG) - we love how the Message frames this verse: “Don’t 

look for shortcuts to God!” 

Consider: What does this mean for us today? 

• Scripture: Matthew 4:8-11 — Satan offered Jesus a shortcut! Satan, the ruler of this 

world (see 2 Corinthians 4:4 for context), offered Jesus dominion of his kingdom if He 

would abandon His Father.  

• Shortcuts are shortsighted. Satan’s shortcut would allow Jesus to be the King of the 

world without embracing the Cross. Imagine what that would mean for you and me if 

Jesus was shortsighted and took the shortcut. 

• Story: Share another story (bonus points if you can connect it to your first story) of a 

shortcut, but this time, share how the shortcut had major consequences and cost you 

in the long run! 

• Shortcuts have consequences. For Jesus, the consequence would be that Satan 

becomes His master — a shortcut that would never be worth it, even if it meant 

avoiding the Cross.  
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• Instead, Jesus did the right thing the right way and drove Satan off. He endured the 

Cross and now sits alive in heaven beside the Father, offering you eternal life. 

• Bottom Line: Real faith does not take shortcuts. 

Collide: How do we apply this in our lives? 

• Scripture: James 4:7 — How do we resist shortcuts offered by the enemy? Submit 

and resist! 

• Let’s understand the words “submit” and “resist” a little better: The Greek word for 

“submit” literally means to obey, while “resist” literally means to be hostile towards! 

• If we want to resist the enemy, we do it by first obeying God. Determine in your heart 

that you will obey God no matter what the enemy is offering you. 

• Secondly, we can’t entertain the enemy at all. Don’t give his lies a second thought. In 

fact, be hostile against him! If he comes near you, spiritually push him out of your 

face! 

• Application: Obey God and be hostile towards the enemy! 

Call: How do we respond to the message? 

• Altar moment: It’s time for us to do the right thing the right way. Some of us have 

taken a lot of shortcuts in our faith and it shows. Tonight, let’s respond in obedience 

to God and get hostile towards the devil to get back on track.  

• Small Group Questions: 

1. Are you trying to find shortcuts in your faith? How? 

2. What shortcuts tempt you, and how can you respond? 

3. How can you be more obedient to stay on track? 

4. What is one way you can resist the enemy’s attacks this week? 


